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DDC Deputy Commander and Chief, Logistics Support
Division Receive The Ancient Order of Saint
Christopher Honor
By Stacy L. Umstead, DDC Command Affairs Office

The Military Ancient Order of Saint
Christopher was bestowed upon Ms. Phyllis
C. Campbell, Senior Executive Service,
Deputy Commander, Defense Distribution
Center (DDC) and Ms. Patricia A. Kuntz,
Chief, DDC Logistics Support Division for
their contributions to DDC’s transportation
initiatives.  Brigadier General Kathleen M.
Gainey, United States Army, presided
over the July 27th ceremony.

Saint Christopher, whose name comes
from Christophorus (Christ-carrier), has been
associated with Transporters from the
earliest times - depictions of him on mediaeval
church walls were always opposite the
entrance so that passers-by could look on
them and be fortified.  It is believed that,
“Whoever shall behold the image of Saint
Christopher shall not faint or fall on that day.”

As the legend goes, the extremely robust
Christopher devoted his life to carrying
people across an otherwise unfordable
stream.  One day a little child appeared before
him and asked to be carried across. To
Christopher’s surprise, as he forded the
river, the child steadily increased in weight
until Christopher found his tiny burden
so heavy he feared they would both be
drowned, despite his great strength.  The
child revealed himself as Christ, and
explained to the exhausted Christopher that
he had just carried the world’s sins upon
his shoulders.

Saint Christopher, the patron saint of the
Transportation Corps Regiment, was one of
the most popular saints during antiquity
and early Middle Ages.  Usually pictured
carrying Christ and symbolically the weight
of the world’s sins across a river, the image
of Saint Christopher offers a fitting symbol
of strength, loyalty and safety for
Transporters charged with MOVING THE
FORCE now and for all time.

As she presented the medals, Gainey
stated, “These are the experts.  These are

the people making the smart decisions for the
DDC.  The success of DDC’s transportation
initiatives to include use of dedicated
truck and its expansion throughout the
globe is attributed to their hard work and
dedication.  I’m proud to bestow such a
great honor on these two individuals.”

Campbell and Kuntz join the distinguished
list of recipients receiving the Ancient
Order of St. Christopher, which is reserved
for those few individuals whose careers
embody outstanding achievements and
accomplishments in the spirit, dignity, and
sense of sacrifice and commitment
epitomized by Saint Christopher.

Mrs. Phyllis C.
Campbell, SES, DDC
Deputy Commander,
accepts the Order of
St. Christopher from
BG Kathleen Gainey,
USA, DDC
Commander.

BG Kathleen Gainey,
USA, Commander,
DDC, presents Mrs. Pat
Kuntz, Chief, DDC
Logistics Operations
Logistics Support
Division, with the Order
of St. Christopher.


